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Yourrmws 
IEPA·head •COminenis On articles 
By RIHEE CIFIII(O · I must reiterate thot \\iC As the Enviromnen1al Pro-
:,"pecial " Ills R'cl(ford Regula Star . · · .... lected· homes to t~t based te......:on Aa""""cy 1or the ·•ft•- of 

As· director of the Illinois . ·· The article.· tmugh, qu8a- ; our concern that there Will! ~ois, ou;'~h~e i8 to'";;re 
EPA, I feel I must comment on.·· : tiolis tbe vlilidity of the 1993 some potential for contamina- that lwmllll health · and the 
the Jur.-e 23 serieJ of mtlcles basement air sampling. WI1J.kt tion. · enviroament anr protected. 
discussing · the . Southeast the reporter is correct that PI.MIE NOm also tbat 'the We take tlli& duty. seriously 
Rockfo1·d Groundwater · Con- there were 11ome "data. quBli- . Illinois EPA has :to plans "to and th~ decbtons-we make are 
1amination project · · fiera, in the coUection and el[C8vate below the [Ekberg} always toward that goal. We ,. 
· Your l'Cllorter. Cwaylc WorJ. sampling, the analysis ot pat'k" as stated in a cutlinc mnde sure the residents were 
an.d, provided the reader witlt results considered the 89f~ty below n photo on Page 3.· We protected early on· by seeing 
a thorough history of the site of the homecwnerin all cases. onJy plan to inataU under- th&t they w.-.rc provided bct­
lllld identified many of the · Data quaJjfiera. are com- ground pjpiag and . extracticn tJed water; then their. homes 
issues our Etgency and· the·· mol) when dcalq with con- wells, which wUl requlm some were cotmected to a public 
United State& .EPA have been · centratiO:ns as tiny os parts per digging. nere wiU be nr» exca- water supply. We also conduct­
working with for many Y~· · billion. It etm-1y meaus ·that· vation and removal of sDlls for ed basement samplin". baaed · I DO Fa, however, that the yo& · ~ 
headlines and U:e editorial the data have to be re-evaluat- b'eatment in the park. · on our co.ncems for tbe re.q-
tiUed 11Danger below~~ ·may. ed to make sure th&t lllhneth- I am also con::emed wi1h dents hi • the area and will 
hive caused unrteeessmy con- · od8 for colleetion and a:1alysls · tbe headline ,••State· EPA celi· · · rasa."l\ple tllis year for the 
<lel"'l by citizens aft1K;: are. u. produce valid resdts. Ullnois 8ors documents •r newspa· aame reas011. · 

F tJ: b l · th EPA toxicologists detennined per checka.u · · · · FINW.Y, WE have camplet-:-
: ·· rom 1c · eg nmng, e tl:at the resutts were valid. · The artiele · explains that . ed the Remedy Decision fur 
RlinoiH EPA h.as taken nJl po.c;.. ANOIHIR oaiH1• r ... ;.,.,.d ·m· . -~· in'"' ti id d th S th R ck~ rdS 'ble bn '" -tth ..:n1~~ d - ..-. 01"Y LOrDl& on .con& ere e ou east o ,a uper~ 
IJl pu uC t;ew •J&:ll'\3llD er tl:"" sene' . s of· n-o~les ..... o •'- "" d Th.t . A·-d • f ecnsideratiou ·and ·has taken ... aua.~ ....... u101;1 puvatc was ~move . · s JS · uau srre to remove sources o 
all neeeasary measures t() ·selection ol homes to test. · JWtconsonhlp; it l:i indivic:kial·· future contamination. 'The 
ensure that public health and Worland seemed concerned privacy. Illi:lola Freedom of rememes that we chOBeto CQn­
thtl tmvirorunent have been · thrd.not aU ll•>mes in tbe target Information. le1ialation . pro~ . trol the sources were designed 

I protected. area were tested. We salected tecta the pd1acy of indvidual to rem·:nre the threat ofvapo!'S 
The first· issue 1 must homfls that were closest to tm llDIOeown~. · · · migt-ating into area basements 

I. acdress is in the nrticle. areas of hiRbeat cmtaminntion · Our agency Js •1ery respon- iD the future. 
"SuJ)e'rtund 2lJJlCS present new and therefore the most likely . sive to requests i'or infonna· As we have done in the pa.St, 

I 
dangers for residents." to be affected by vapors. The · tion from the pu1lic, but we we will continue to both 

'l'here are no new "dan- other crileria we used were: also make every effort to pro- intorm and involve the public 
l,'trn." The mntarnination has Does the home have a base- teet the privacy or individuals ill our process. and we wJl 

.,. bc:en there. ror ma~y yecm, mcntMd would the homeown- whose homes or properties continn~ to consider and add­
: ar.d removmg the nsk to the er allow us acceS$ to d:> sam- may . b~ afftcted by environ- ress tile concerns raised. 
! health and .Cety of residents plin.g? Beca~ a basement is. mental contamiJJation .. Only Rer.Jee: Ciprumo is director 

I 
was the· first action 'taken in below groWll.i, 'it is more likely names and addresses were !(the Jl:inoi~ Envirrmment!Jl 

. • this long, compllcaled process. · to absorb vapo~_from ~ils_. _· _. _re_lllQ_v_ed_, n_othin _ _...g_e_Jse_. ---... P•ro•tec ... tz.· o•n•~-en•cy-IIIIW-~moa 
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